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What is RFA?





RFA stands for Radiofrequency Ablation which is a method of destroying tumors in the body with heat energy directed from a skinny needle tip, placed with imaging guidance. It heats the tissue around the needle tip above the level that it can survive.





How exactly does it work?





Usually a patient receives conscious sedation, and a needle (electrode) is placed through the skin and positioned in the center of a tumor mass. The needle is then connected to a generator and the needle tip and surrounding tissues are then heated up until the tumor cells are destroyed. The needle is then removed, and the destroyed tumor becomes a “scar”. 





Can this treatment be used to treat cancer?





Yes, sometimes. Cancer has traditionally been approached with either systemic chemotherapy or locally with surgery or radiotherapy. Recent advancements in minimally invasive procedures have added RFA as an additional tool to treat tumors. New technology allows much larger tumor lesions to be effectively treated with this method than was possible in the past.





What are the advantages of RFA?





Because this procedure avoids major surgery and general anesthesia, it can be an ideal option for patients who are high risk for major surgery, due to their other medical problems. This procedure can usually be performed quickly – with minimal sedation and no incision is made. The patient will leave the department with a band-aid on the skin.








For more information about Imaging Services at Baylor All Saints Medical Center at Fort Worth, call 1.800.4BAYLOR or visit BaylorHealth.com/AllSaintsImaging.





Physicians are members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Health Care System’s subsidiary, community or affiliated medical centers and are neither employees nor agents of those medical centers, Baylor All Saints Medical Center at Fort Worth, Baylor Medical Center at Southwest Fort Worth or Baylor Health Care System.














Radiofrequency Ablation (RFA)





Radiofrequency Ablation (RFA) technology is helping surgeons and radiologists on the medical staff at Baylor All Saints Medical Center at Fort Worth remove certain types of cancerous tumors, reducing the risks and discomfort associated with surgery.





Used at only a handful of medical centers nationwide, the technology sends electrical energy to the tumors through a special catheter.


















































• Bullets should not exceed this point.

















